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HEADQUARTERS J

Lth Battalion, 12th Marines | [ 7.5~ ~

3d harine Division (Rein) FMF| L) 178
FFO San Franeisco 96602

Ser sQ3A27L-68
1 Qctober 1968

From: Commanding Officer

To:  Commandant of the Marine Corps (Cede AO3D)

Via: (1) Commanding Gemeral, 3d Marine Division
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphihious Force
(3) Cammanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Facific

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-30 September 1968 (U)
Ref: {a) 1CO F3750.1A

(b) FMFFacD 5750.8

(c) Div0 $750.1A
Encl: J (1) Lth Battalion, 12th Marines Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), (b) and
(e), enclosure (1) is submitted.

vk
2. This document is to be downgraded &t three year inteérvals
and declassified after 32 yesrs in accordahce With DOD Direc=

tive 5206¢10Q R )
/8 /Y ' *v) /;'.’/\./a«:/
B, F. STHIART
Copy to:
€0, 12th Marines
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HEADQUARTHRS
Lth Battalion, 12th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Franciseo 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 Saeptember to 30 September
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PART 1 ~ ORGANI ZATIONAL DATA
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PART 1

ORGANI ZATIONAL DATA

1, DESIGNATION = COMMANDYR
Lth Battalion, 12th Marines Maj, B,F. STEWART (1-30 Sep)

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Headquarters Battery
Battery uKn
Battery "WL%

- Battery "¢

* 1st 155 Provisional How Battery lstlt, J,L, PETZRSON (1-12, 15-17 Sep)

Capt. B.F. MOTCALFE (1-30 Sep)
Capte J,B, ZIMMERMAN (1-30 Sep)
Capt, D,G, FIRDY (1~30 Sep)
Capt. W,D, JONES (1=-30 Sep)

¥ Chopped OPCON to lst Bn, 12th Mar on 12 Sep, regained OFCON
on 15 Sep, and chopped OFCON on 17 Sep to 2nd Bnm, 12th Kar,

2+ L1OCATION

" 1-30 September: CAMP CARROLL, RVN (YD 0625L8)

3. STATF OFFICERS

X0

Sgt Maj
Sl

S=2

5-3

S<3A
S-L/kHaint0
CommQ

MTO -
Supply0

L. AVERAGE LOWTHLY STRENGTH #

OFFICER - USMC ENLISTED

Maj, S.H. HEIMS (1-30 Sep)
SgtMaje. F. VIOLETTE (1-30 Sep)
lstlt, A.L, THORNTON (1-30 Sep)
lstlt. JoJ¢ BUIERA (1-7 Sep)
lstlt, E.Ls GARNFIT (8-30 Sep)
Capti G.Ji MISKE (1-30 Sep)
lstLt. M.F, SHIEIDS (1-30 Sep)
Capt. D.lN. BUGBEE (1-30 Sep)
Capte B.F. METCALFE (1-30 Sep)
1stLt, B.J. RENFROW (1-30 Sep)
lstIt, H.J, RADOW (1-30 Sep)

25 L5

OFFICIR UsN EHLISTED

0 : 11

* Figures do not include K//12 which is ADCON to 9th NAB,
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PART 11

NARRATTI VE SWMMARY

During September, the Lth Battalion, 12th a.t‘ines Wwas
assigned the primary mission of General Support of 3d Marine
Division. Again, it provided "Quick-Fire Charnels" to four
Direct Support Battalions (1/12, 2/12, 3/12, and 5/L). These
unofficial reinforeing roles again accoun‘bed for an increased
number of observed missions, with minimum response time and
consequently, a greater degree of damage inflicted on the :
enemy, Direct Support fires were also furnished to Y13 Rocom:

nalssaned téa\‘léo .
The bé\ttaln.on continued to control the tactical fires of

‘the 2nd Flatoon. 16t 8% Howitzer Battery located at the ROCK-

PIIE and later LZ PETE; the 2hd Platoon; 5th 155 Gun Battery;
at CAMF CARROLL and later the ROCKFILE; and the 8" Platoon of
the 5th 155 Gun Battery, at CA LU, The General ouppbrt fires
for the 3d lMarine Division in the Lancaster II (3d & 9th Msarines)
and Scotland IT (4th and Sth Marines) A0's were controlled by

‘ Lth Battalion, 12th Iiarines.

The tactical and techmcal fire direction of the three orga-
nic batteries were again centrally controlled in the Battalion
FIC at CAMP CARROLL, This ogain prowided the battalion with

the capability for instantaneous massing of fircs over a wide
fronta.

On the 12th, OFCON of the lst Prov:.smml Howitzer Battery
Towed was chopped to 1/12, Subsequently, on the llith, the 8"
Flatoon st the ROCKFILE moved to LZ FETE and was assigned the
mission of reinforcing 2/12, as was the 2nd Flatoon of the 155
Gun Batiery when it moved to the ROCKFILE, .

By the end of the month, the battalion controlled the tacti-
cal fires of four firing units and technical fires of three,
Nevertheless, General Support fires for the entire Divieion ware
prov:Ldea 1n the usual tmely and accurate mazmer. : .

)
LT

GELASSIFIED
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNLFLCANT EVENTS

1. COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED

1-30 September: Lth Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein) -
General Support of 3d liarine Division.

2, SIGNIFICANT OIERATIONS SUFFORTED (OPCON UNITS

During the month of September, the Lth Battalion, 12th
larines participated in the following operations: HIGHRISE
(1-30 Sep); THOR (1-30 Sep); LANCASTER II1(1-30 Sep); SALINE II
(1-30 Sep); KENTUCKY (1-30 Sep); SCOTLAND II(1-30 Sep). .

3. FIRY SUFPORT PROVIDED

&,

s Recapitulation of fire missions:

TARGET - MISSIONS TOT AL ROUNDS
CONFLRMED 308 12,100 -
ACQUIRED. . 618 b, 107
FPRETARATION 168 - 3,657
SPECI AL PURFOSE 136 523
~ GRAND TOTAL 1227 . 20,387
CHE TOTAL , 19,09
WP TOTAL . , 736
ILLW TOTAL- : 507

- MLh9 TOTAL- - ' L8

~

Le C'ASUALTIEé:-,INFLICTED ON THE ZREMY (OPCON UNITS)

a, KIAt 2  WIA:12
S, CASUALTIES SUSTAINED (ADCON UNITS)

ae  HOSTILE: KIA: 2 WIA: 3
be MNON-HOSTILE: DEATH: O INJURY: 1°

6, " CHULAND RELITIONS - . | ] e

as Lth Battalion, 12th Marines i
1-30 September: OPCON and ADCON to 12th Marines

7. EQULIMENT

The one MIO9 155 howitzer on temporary loan from the U.S,
Army continued to be used as “float" weapons, adding a greater
degree of flexibility and enhancing our weapons readiness pos-
tures One R & E 155 SP Howitzer arrived for "M on 280800Z Sepe
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FART II

SUPFORTING DOCUMENTS

1. 'The following sigmificant entries are exerpts from the Opera-
tional Status Report File (OPSTATS):

OFSTAT 035 of 100700Z - one 155 How SP of ¥/L/12 at FISG-B for re-
cuperator cylinder, Three 155 How SP of K/L/12 displaced from
CAMF CARROLL to.ROCKFIIE.

OPSTAT 036 of 111000Z - Three 155 How TD of lst Prov Btry dis-
placed from CAMF CARROILL to ROCKFILE,

OPSTAT 037 of 1107002 ~ Three 155 How TD of lst Prov Btry chop to
1/12,

OPSTAT 038 of 1515002 « Assummed OFCON of lst Frov Btry from 1/12,

OFSTAT 039 of 180400Z - Two 155 How SF of L/Li/12 displaced from
DBNG HA to CAMP CARROLL at 170930Z, - Chop OPCON of 1st Frov Biry
to 2/12 at 170930Z, Two 155 How SP of L/L/12 displaced from CAMP
CARROLL to DONG HA at 180330Z. One Y55 How SP of M/li/12 at FLSG-B
for recuperator c¢ylinder, Two 155 How SP of K/L/12 at FLSG-B; one
for elevation cylinder; one for sight repairs

OFSTAT 04O of 2605007 - Three 155 How SP of K/L/12 displaced from

ROCKFILE to CAMP CARROLL at 260,,50Z. Y//12 received one new R & E
155 How SF at ROCKFILE 250800Z.
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2e The following significant entries are exerpts from the S-3
Work Sheet (Record of liissions): :

011155H - "K" fired L WP and 321 HE on tumnels at 058666 for
Recon Team (Whitty Ordeal) resulting in 59 secondary
explogions,

O11745H - lst Prov Btry and "K" fired Lk HE on active rockets for
Whitty Ordeal resulting in 2 secondary explosiong,

011945 - 1st Prov Btry and "™M" fired 6 WP and 231 HE on active
' rockets and anti-aireraft position for Whitty Ordeal
resulting in "over 100 secondary explosions, 15~20 large
fireballs 25-50m in the air looking like an oilwell on
fire."

020815H -~ "K" fired 93 HE danger close defensive fires for Recon
Team (Badminton) at 035642 resulting in 50 possible KIA!s.
(Team stated that "arms and legs flew into the air" but
unable to give confirmed body cownt - figure not included
in totals for casualties inflicted),

02123CH - K" fired 8 WP and L8 HE on suspected radio relay site
for Badminton reswlting in antenna destrayed.

0312)3H - ™" fired , WP and 23 HE on suspected snery position for
M 3/9 at 052648 resulting in 6 bunkers destroyed.

0819161 - "MI" fired 3 WP and 243 HE on active artillery at 989667
for C 1/3 resulting in 6 secondary explosions.

101215H - "K" fired 2 WF and 243 HE on enemy position for B 1/3 at
- 9h662l resulting in § secondary explosions.

120757H - "K" fired 1 WP and 11} HE on prep fires for C 1/3 at
943613 resulting in 2 KIA's and one bunker destroyed.

130835H = "M fired 2 WF and 42 HE on prep fires for F 2/26 at
911619 resulting in "Beaucoup KIA's, " (Not added to
casualties inflicted totals).

1312361 = "L" fired 23 HE on enemy position for Recon Team (Hun-
garian) at 238548 resulting in one secondary explosion,

1313510 - "M" fired §} WP and 58 HE on NVA for G 2/26 at 913606;:
resulting in 2 WIA,

1,021 - "™M" fired 24 HE on harbor site for G 2/26 at 91856140

resulting in 6 WIA, '
Enclosure (1)
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\\ : .JJ;l'IhCH . M fired 3 wJP g.nd 30 HE on base camp for A 1/3 at= fi%\;\f*xw\\
o 951633 resultlng in 25 secondary explosions. TS,
| 14193CH - VR fired 27 HE on sctive mortar for L 3/3 at 936612
resulting in one secondary explosion.
\
1L, 202CH - M fired 6. HE} on movement for E 2/26 at 90226253-re=
sulting in lj WIA's. . i
: : o
T TT19r215H= "H"*flred*emtff and 104 HE on active mortars for C 1/3 at
929540 resulting in exéellent coverage and 5 bunkers des= .
troyed.«f v —-
N?;;’;’/r
/’191900H =9 Al flred 12 HE on 3 NVA in bunkers for Recon Tean (Hun-'
T garian) at 243488 resulting in 2 bunkers destroyed.
2008551‘-1”- "K" fired 1 WP and 76 HE on bunkers for A0 (Smitiy®) at
99L6L8 resulting in 5 bunkers destroyed,
241831H ~ LM fired 25 HE on active mortars for Recon Team .
Andeow at 2365LL resulting in four secondary explosions.
2621230 - "KM and "L" fired 25 HE on active mortars for Recon Team
(Mailtruck) at 158511, Team stabed “movement ceased,
good shooting, really appreciate it." -
SSIFIED |
" i ‘
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