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PART I

ORGANIZATICNAL DATA

1. . DESIGNATION

Lth Battalion, 12th Merines  LteCol. E. W BATLEY (1-31 Dec) |
SUBORDINATE UNITS

: Headouartﬂrs Battery Capt. D. M. BUGBEE (1~31 Dec) -
Battery "K" : o Capts Js B. ZIMMERMAN {1-31 Tec)
Battery "L" Capbe S, X» SMITH (1-16 Dec)

. . " 7 lq_'b'[-L ho U’a hORI\' {17"31 Dec\
Battory "M , © 3stlt. J. J. BUTERA (1-31 Dec)

2, LOCATION

1-31 December: DONG HA, RVN (YD 227596)

3. STAFF OFFICERS

X0 S ¥aj. S;H. HELMS (1-31 Dec)

SgitMa : Sgt%ada F. VIOLETTE '(1=31 Dec)
S=1 - 2nd%Lt J V. MORRIS (1~31 Des }
S . 13tLt M.F. SEIELDS (1-31 Dpc)
Se3 ' o Mag° J Do MCNAMARA (L~31 Dec)
8-3A - _ 1stLt M.F. SHIELDS (1=3 Dec)
: o Capto L.D. WALKER (L=31 Dec)
Sy ' : Maj. JoH. LAWSON {(1=31 Dec)
MaintO : Capte D.M, BUGBEE (1-31 Dec)
Comm0 : ’ - 18tLt R.F. HOOGERWERF (1=31 Doc)
MTO : - 1stLt B.J. RENFROW (1-31 Dec)
Supply0 Z2ndLt To«o MORRIS (1~31 Dec)
o AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH . ,
OFFICER - USMG ENLISTED  OFFICER USN ENLISTED
26 - - N 2 0 _ 13
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MN@&&S&WM@ | NARRATIVE SUMMARY

- In the month of December, the Lth Battalion, 12th Marines
consisted of the following units: K/L/12, Kp/h4/12, L/4W/12, u/L/12,
1st ArmAmphCo (24 P1t), B/1/12, W/2/12,(~), and C/1/i2. During
the course of the month, the tactical and technical fire direc=~
tion of as many as 9 firing units were centrally controlled in
the battalion FDC located first at CAMP CARROLL and from 3 Decem-

The primary mission of the Lth Battalion, 12th Marines re-
mained as General Support of 3d Marine Division; however, almost
overy firing unit had its own particuler mission. At 081600CH
the second platoon, 1lst Armored Amphibian Company located at CUA

- VIET became OPCON to the battalion, with the mission of direct
support of lst Amtrac Battalion, A% 081600H a: detachment of
W/2/12 (3 ‘bubes) became OPCON to us, Located at MAI LOC, they
had the mission of direct support of Task Force Bravo, B/1/12
also came under our OPCON at the same time. Bravo was located at
C~2 BRIDGE from l~ll December, at C=2 from 1}~30 December, and v
finally at MAI LOC thereafter, Bravo!s mission changed several -
timess 1~12 December direct suppovt of Task Force Bravo, 12«13
December OPCON to 3/12, 13~30 December direct support of Task
Force Bravo, and now direct support of Lth Marines (2/L).

_ On 101645H C/1/12 located at C~2 became OPCON to L/12 with

- 'the mission of direct support of 3/3. On 12 December they ag-
sumed the mission of direct support of Task Force Bravo. At -
130800H Charlie displaced to DONG HA to be flown south and be-
come OPCON to Task Force X~Ray, For the period 16-21 December,
the 2d Platoon of 1lst Searchlight Battery became OPCON to L/12.
Originally located at VANDEGRI¥T = COMBAT BASE, they displaced to
CAM LO and assumed the mission of direct support of Task Force B.

° Our own organic units had their own missions also. The pla-
- toon of K/4/12 locefed at DONG HA (Kilo Delta) had a priority of
fires for the QUANG TRI COMBAT BASE and direct support of Recon=-
naissance Training Area., M/4/12 located at C~2 had the mission
".. of direct support of recomnaissance teams operating in the DMZj;
in addition, they assumed the unofficial role of direct aupport
" of Task Force B, when B/1/12 displaced. L/IL/12 located at Pire
" Support Base ELLIOT continued to reinforce 3/12. K/4/12 (=) lo=
- cated at C~l had the mission of direct support of reconnalssance
teoams operating in the DMZ,

In addition to our OPCON units, the battalion had an effect
on the fires of three Army firing units. TFor missions involving
reconnaissance teams operating in the DMZ, the battalion could
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exercise tactical fire direction over Charlie 8th of the Lth
located at C-2, Alpha 1lst of the LOth located at CON: THIEN, and
Charlie 1st of the 4Oth located at C~l, In addition, Alpha 1lst
of the LOth is unofficislly reinforcing Task Force Bravo, The
Lth Battalion assigns them a mission, obtains their clearance,
and at the same time, asks 12th Marine Regiment to obtain per=
mission from ~Ou%R ~ Group to use, them on the mission, Ior all
practical purposes, the battalion ¥s combtiPolling a brigade of
Artillery. :

Our FDC setup requires a detailed explanation, The battalion
"maintains the capability of technical fire direction as well as
tactical control of all OPCON units, Our FADAC i3 programmed for
both the 105 howitzer and the 155 howitzer. LA 12 located at

FSB ELLIOT and B/1/12 located at MAI LOC are »un ag follows: their
PDC!s compute the missions and aet as primary data in ail missions
that are not danger close or requirs fire for effect on the ini=-
tial volley; in these cases the battalion ¥DC will employ FADAC
data and Shc battery FIC will be a secondary check:. On all mise
sions the battalion FDC will check the initial firing datd. <24
Platoon lstv Armored Amphibian Company has their FDOC located ai

CUA VIET, and W/2/12 hag theirs at MAI LOC. On tosir missions,
thelr FOC's wWill be primary on all missions and the battalion FDC
will simply run a secondary check on their firing dnté, " Foir Elhe
Delte 4/1l2, K/L1/12, and M/ /12 the battalion FDG computes all
missions and provide.s the primary firing datey howsver, & second=-
ary chesk is run at each battery position, in accordance with

- the PCV SOP for Operations and Gunnery,

Sevaral new procedures have been innovated, The permenent
Save=A=~Flane has been obtained Ifrom Division FSCC, for recornalsw~
gance teams operating in the DMZ., If & team getas in%o contect,
rounds. cak be immediately fired under the permansnt Save-A~FPlanc,
On all cther DMZ missions ground clearance is obtained from recone
naissance and Division FSCC i= asked for permission to fire under
- the permanent Save=A=Plane, The Save~A=Planes are effective for
the following positions: C=l, C~Z, and A-lf, This system enables
the battalion to mass a high volume of fire on the enemy as soon
as contact is initiated,

" Additiorally new equipment callsd sensory ingr»usion deviazes
have been employed where all ground movement in the scanned sece
Tor la detecied, thereby generating a fire mission on the move~
ment. Batteries have platcons laid on the azan sectors and as
soon as & target is generated and the grid is clearsd the bat~ .
teries can ccmmence attacking the movement, In addition an AN/
7P3~25 ground surveillance rader is employed from GIO LINH and
targets are generated from the radar's picking up movement.
These are immediately attacked by our units with a high volume
of fire. : ,
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Considerable liaison was required to coordinate our battalion's
operation and a full time liaison section was deemed necessary,
The great amount of liaison work enabled our battalion FDC to
accomplish 1is® mission with & minimum of confusion, thereby ena-
‘bling all our OPCON units to accomplish their mission, In other
words, quick, accurate fire support was delivered over an extreme~
1%-wide-front to all ground forces we support, Our size enables
us to mass at least 3 batteriua on any target generefed in our A,
Another innovation is the use of the propaganda shell. After
firing & DMZ mission, we send replot date to 12th Mariness FDC
who then forward the grid to lst of the LOth for firings

Upon moving the Battalion FDC from CAMP CARROLL to DONG HA, 2
separate FDG!s wers sstablished to inmsur that there would be
" continucus firs support during the move. This waa cccemplished
with the TE eguipment minus 5 deadiined AN/PRO-25 radiocs. We
rajor difficulties were encountered during the moves '

Using the new AS=2236 antemma, "adequets" communications were
established from DORG HA %o L/L/12 at FSB ELLIOT, The AN/PRC-LT
(AP} has been uscd as 2 secondary baeck up, ensuring constant come
municabicny with tThe bhaittery. :

Dz to tha unusual number of addis
$allon is pressntly operating on 2 n
ared to & normal maximum of eoignb.
e Pive RTo505 unite at sll times, Jive RI=COLY:
~ad on losn from 12th Marinss to £ill the gep crectad oy
this curreat extra committment, - A

4s 1068 drew to a close, Uth Bagtalion, i2th Mawines »e

AN sport, general support and reinforcing Iixe T

£ of 19,000 meters in width and 3L,000 meters in depithn. s
Ginatad or controlled the fires of 18~155 Fowlizer iSPl;
XTHmé Fowitzer (TD),; 3+l.2 mortare, 12~105 Howitzer {3F) and

N - R N
LB Howitzer (8P,

\n
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* PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED

1-31 December: lLth Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein) - General
Support of 3d Marine Division,

SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS SUPPORTED

During the month of December, the hth Battalion
participated in the following operations: HIGHRISE (1-31 Dec);
SALINE II (1-9 Dec); KENTUCKY (1-~31 Dec); SCOTIAND II (1=-31 Dec);

FIRE SUPPORT PROVIDED

a, Recapitulatioh of Pire Missions:
TARGET » , MISSIONS
Confirmed’ ' 124
Acquired , v : - 789 -
Preparation o : 10Q
Special Purpose .. .98
Counterbaiiery 52
Grand Total 1,1
HE Total ,
I1lum Total
M9 Total
WP Total
lio CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY (OPCON UNITS)
a, KIA: 22 WIA: 13 o o
5+ CASTURLTIES SUSTAINED (ADCON- UNITS)
a, HOSTIIE: KIA=0 WIA~6
be NON-~HOSTILE: DEATH~O INJURY=6
6, MEDCAP VISITS

a
bo

Co

CAM LO Montagneard Viliage: 58'Patients Séeh
CAM LO Refugee Center: 28 Patients Seen
DIANSIANG Village: 6l Patients Seen

DECLASSIFIED

, 12th- Marineg

" DLWSON RIVER (1-31 Dec); MARSHALL MOUNTAIN (9~-31 Dec)e

TOTAL ROUNDS

3, 982
11,353
1 87
80
980 .
18,682
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de’ UAM T.0 Refugean. r-mbtert 31 Patlenbs geon
¢ TOTAL VIETNAMESE NATIONALS TRZATED: 181
7o COMMAND RELATIONS

& Lth Battalion, 1l2th Marines: 1-31 December; OPCON and
ADCON to 12th Marines,

. 80 EQUIPMENT

The outfitting of the battaliorn with new howiizers was com~
pleted when 1C R&E 155 Howitzers (SP] were recsived this month,
Mike hatitery received two on 0508007 December, one on (708002
Tacenber and one on 1208002 December. Kilo received two on
3305002 Docember, and one on 170800Z December. Lima received
one on (7C800Z December and two on 1208002 December,

On 15 December the battalion received 13 new KY~38 voilce
encipherment devices which were op~checked with good resuitse.
Hewsver, the battalion does not yet have the compatable radio
(A%/PRC~T77) to implement use of the K¥-381s.

on 29 December, the battalion received an additional 12
antennes, AS~2236, One has been given to each organic and OPCON
unit of the battalion, thereby greatl; enhancing communications
with our far-~flung units. Eventually these will replace all 292's
currenhly in use.

-~1
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1. The folhowing significant entries are excerpts from the S=3
work Sheets (Record of Missions):

0315400 = "M® fired 2 WP and 56 HE on Bunkers and Marked Road for
Aerizl Observer Bulldozer "A" at 100746 resulting in 12
bunkers destroyed.

~ Loy e
-«‘L{.gluf._'».h w0

cined L WP and_78 HE on .50 caiibor pogition for
Ro 2issance veam Dedn Feym at 129502 resulting in

oo a
i sgeondary explosions

W fired 1 WP and 22 ‘HE on old bunkers and new trails
for 40 League Leader. "W" at 054692 resulting in 3 bun~
kora destroyed, '

. " pired 23 WP and 20 =R on oanp site and OF for
Rsconnaissance team Deer Fern at 148507 resulting in
6 secondary eXplosions° - '

}_
LU ]
j-
o~
o
(]
71
Y

611304 ~ "L fired 49 HE and 16 I
zt 46681 resulting in 1 ¥

L’"L‘, aa'

DEL72LE - "M' fired 2 WP, 10 ICM, and 120 HE on Active Rockess for
Z/3/3 at 068505 resulting in 2 secondary explosicri,

[
3
feued
3
Lo
2%
1
k]

"' fired 120 HE on Active Rockets for /ﬁfv at 063555
resulting in 1 secondary explosion.

ed 2 WP and 18 HE on bunkers for A0 Bulldozer "W"
5C resultipg in 2 bunkers destroyedo

0E - B : HZ or bunkers 2al trails for A0 BuWIdOZem
at 0055658 resu ting in 2 bunkers destroyed and %

-

punkers uncovered,

G\

Tived 2

L0R2U4H = "LF fiwsc 2 §P and 20 HE on mortars and bunkers for
Jiioat 020661 wesulting in 3 bunkers destroyede

_ L e tive Mortars for F/2/%
&8t Tolel 5 . - Socondery explozion,

10162iH =~ "X" 3vo and bunkers for AO
League “eﬂder "Mﬁ resnl iLg 2 WIA%s, .
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.21042H
1331 3L 0H

1122550

1ii812H

" 51158H
~5L305H -

1516430 -

151715H

vy

I
LTIT?A?H"“L“M" fired 3 WP and 96 HE on NVA position for AO Bull~-

dozer "Z" at 03268l resulting in 3 bunkers destroyed
and 3 secondary explosions,

"K" fired 3 WP and 100 HE on bunkers for Reconnaissance
team Beach Boy at 194498 resulting in 7 secondary explo-
gions,

"M' fired 1 WP and 89 HE on bunkers for A0 Bulldozer "R"
end "W"' at 0115686l resulting in 6 bunkers destroyed
and 12 to 15 bunkers uncoveresd.

"M fired 56 HE on bunkers snd trenches for A0 Bulldozer
"R" at 043697 resulting in L4 bunkers destroyed; 12 :

bunkers damaged and 1 .50 caliber position destroyed.

"' fired 7 WP and 127 fiE on bunkers for AO Bulldozer
"R" at 005695 resulting in lu bunkers destroyed.

"KM fired 2. WP and .22 HE on a 25 ft, sampan loaded with
equipment at 24,8813 for A0 League Leader "L" resulting
inl sampan sunk and 1 sampan demsged.’

"M fiped 2 WP and &1 HE ofi bunkers and .50 cal position
for A0 Bulldozer "R" resulting in 5 bunkers destroyed
and 1 .50 cal position destroyed at 038690,

"M'" fired 2 WP and 63 HE on bunkers and trails for AOQ

 Bulldozer "R" resulting in 16 bunkers destroyed and 17

bunkers damsged &t 091623,

-"I" fired 1 WP and 81 HE on bunkers and troops in tree=
1ine for A0 Bulldozer "R" resulting in1 secondary
explosion at 975625, A .

a  BE V\‘NVA in °P3n E: )
5678050 S 5dit1ng ‘in' 1 eonfipmed ’l

"K' fired 3 WP and 20 HE on bunkers and 3 NVA for AO

Seven=Up "0" at 199810 resulting in 2 bunkers destroyed,
1 hootch destroyed, and 1 KIA,.

"KD" fired 2 WP and 12 HE on 3 NVA in treeline for

- Recommaissance team Nurse at 184508 resulting in 2

nonflrmed KiAts,

i "g" gnd "M" fired 213 HE on enemy contact for Recon=

niissance teafy. 8pongy Tackle at 13175& resulting in 6
confirmed KIATHE;
' '9

gmr O\F\HT&

b Ju,)“bt.d B
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15184

1H18H

30C59H
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251522H ~ "I" fired 2 WP and 53 HE or hunkors and ground fire for
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A0 Bulldozer "Z" at 894537 resulting 2 bunkers desWroyed.,

"E" fired 16 HE on [ NVA and bunkers for AO Bulldozer

et g4 25081L resulting in I KIA's, 2 secondary explo-

sions, 10 bunkers destroyed and 10 bunkers uncovered.

"3D% fired 2 WP and 37 HE on 1 NVA for Reconnaissance
teem Belmont  Tones at 162514 resulting in 3 bunkers
destroyed and 3 bunkers damaged,

"' fired 1 WP and 26 HE on automatic weapons and trails
Pox A0 Bulldozer "R" at 162520 resulting in 8 bunkers
destroyed,

"K' fired 59 HE on 10 NVA for Regimental OP at GIO LINH
as 249803 resulting in 10 Probable KIAts,

10 -
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