[image: image1.jpg]Mike Dewlen s dead — killed in a war ou brave fighting men
axe ot allowed to win. His father's vivid recounting of the fam-
ily's inconsolable grief; their painful assessment of their partin
‘his deathiand final readjustment to lfe without him was brought
to the attention of the nation by Congressman Robert Price

of Texas.

T was most diffcult to read. That same pathos, unexpressed,
st be searing the lives of tens of thousands of American fam-
ilis today, while countless thousands more live with unspoken
daily dread. God help us to put a stop to this wicked, wanton
waste, Such men’s noble sacrifice must have been made “that

frecdom shall not perish from the carth.”
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[From the Amarillo (ex) Sundey News-Globe.
Jan. 12,1969]
Report o a Sleeping Son: This, My San
s How 1t Was, and Is
(By Al Dewlen)

(NOTE. On June 11, 1968, at the age of
24, 204 Lt Michael L. Dewlen, USMC, was
Kl in Vietnsm, In the June previous he had
radusted. from Beylor, marmied pretty Lynn
Newlin of Vernon, and donned the uniform of
the Marine Corps. Mike was the only child of
Ms. and Mss. Al Dewlen, 4605 Matador. As s
vouth he had been & leader and outstanding ath
fete; president ofhis Amasillo High class, captsin
of the Sandic football team. At colloge he samed
2 startng position on the Baylor footballteam,
Now his young widow is teaching at Vernon,
and e and his parents have hd six months to
ook back on the great tragedy of their lves,
His father, the respected Amarillo author, .
fectssome ofhis thinking and rfses some ques-
tons any parents of 2 young son these days
might 25k)

Itwas Friday, 5:15 p.m,,cloudy and sill hot
a5 1 drove in from ihe barber's; | noticed that
mostof ur neighbors were standing out in their
front yards, but 1 missed tecognizing this 3 un-
usual. Pretty Mrs. Kelly, her children clinging
tghtly 10 her, rased her hand as | passeds |
waved back, turmed into.the drive and contin-
ed on intothe garage, | was standing over my
‘workbench, debaing which of the endies drud
53 of household upkeep deserved fist chaim on
the emaining daylight, when someone called my
name,Inthe doorway | saw a preacher | scarcely
know, 3 man you never met, and 1 suppose |
was snnoyed,

He sid: “Come here a minute, please” Then
more irmly: “1 want you (o come with m

Lok my time going out to meet him on the
driveway; 10 was as 1 reached him that 1 saw
your moiher coming from the house. She had
eft the door ajar as she never does, and was
hurrying toward me. Nothing about her looked
ght, A I stood gaping at her, the minister be-
gan tugeing on my arm. I seemed he was beat on
drageing me ahead fo some horror stll had the
option to reect,and | ressted him,

“Then Jean took my hand. 1 el her trembling.
Every detsl of her appearince futaly altered;
here was the impression of calamitous change,
fina, entir; My impulse was 0 shout at et; 10
demind that she restor for me the smile she had
worn when 1 eft her an hout before, 1 cannot
e sure, but I hink that with fsst sight of her |
must hive known about you, Nevertheess, |
asked, “What has happened?” and she answered,

‘Mike has been killed.”

Howcan I tel you how much like death was-
e at that instant? | remember picturing you
asclearly 2 ever | have seen you, in all the ways
P've ever seen you — 45 4 fat baby drooling on
imy shoulder, a3 il leaguer sruining {0 thiow.
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down 10 second base, a5  rugeed sofe sobbing
tom the sight of a sarved dog, s & furious hall-
pint clansman wading in because your dad was.
in a fight and getting whipped, as the fery cap-
i of those gaod football teams, s the tal e
barassed boy tring o show grace while accept.
ing those trophies and certificates. | saw you
grown, aman blooming with pride in the Marine
Corps uniform, so stzon and tough and openly.
sentimental; and 1 thought, You, Mike, shot
down in batde? it was preposterous, a i,
That you could die at all was unthinkble;
that you could have lan dead four days with:
outour having known it o sensed it o dreamed
it, was ot possble, But there was Jean, waver.
ing before me as the wreskage 3 woman s when
st has Tost e only child, and 1 could ay hold
of nothing 10 fend off belet.

“The agony was uttes, cripplng. 1 was unable
0 take your mother in my arms o even to
speak 1o her, 1 remember & moment in which |
saw you vithout ffe, not teasing or laughing,
but cold and still, nd out of my guts sprang sn
awful rancor toward God, | wanted {0 summon
Him down 1o be baticred with this rage and
pain; 1 wanted 1o force Him o account for this
disastrous mishandling of your trust and of our
aally prayersfor you sunival

s Mike,” Jean sad, “They do mean Mike,
and e is dead.

1 shook free ofthe preacher and we went in-
1o the house, Lynn was waiting. A while carler
she had been falking about your first anniver-
sary, justthre days away. This sweet and lovely
miniature had sent you a lece of your wedding.
cak, saved in the freezer 33 surprise for the
occation, and she had been much concerned
that the mails might mash it

Now she stood wide<yed and lost at the
center of the zoom, Beside hes were the Marines
~ Maj. Dale Dorman, whom you once poinied
ot 10 me as the perfeetly correct Marine, and
M. Sgt. Del Taft, who helped out that day we
arrangcd your transportation to Vietnam. They.
met me with quiet expressions of regret and the
gentle warning we should not cling to hope.
There was no mistake, they said Yous war was

Time passed before | could reset enough to
gather in our women, yours and mine. I held
them Tike 4 pair of ‘broken dolls, Poor grey
Maggie fell into 4 quivering panic, dangerous
for 4 dog of seventeen. It was as though she
rasped she wouldbe lvng out her days in a sad
ouse, that she would not again be smugaled -
o your bed.

How could sh, ot I, have outlied you when
you were supposed to inheritus?

Soon the telephone was inging. People came
flooding in, Dishes of food sppearcd on the
cabinet, lowers popped up from the floor and it
Had begin; he terrible two weeks of wet pllows,
of escapes (0 the close for private grif, of I

temating collase and recomposure s crtcal it
‘menaced even the will (o accept the next breath,
‘while we awaited the retum of yout body from
DaNang,

1t s dificult to tell you about those weeks,
o 10 25 much as separate one day from the
other. Your mothe dwindled by fifeen pounds.
1 expericnced sudden savage funtases wherein
the Communist who killed you materisized in
‘opportune reach of my hands. Daytime, Lynn
made herself an angel of our consolation; at
night she lay crying in your bed.

Jean never siept; She would e saring t the
darkncss, remembering the mothe thing, taing.
imventory of the treasures she had been storing
in her heart since the morning you were born,
Sometimes exhaustion stunned me into periods
Of stupored rest, and they were hateful At each
‘avakening the news struck me afteds, 4 f with
every sunsise you died again, right before my
eres,

Everything prompted us torecollction. Your
dogscratchingat thebackdoor,you lothes hang.
ing in the closet, your fshing and hunting gesr
piled about. In the kitchen doorframe were the
‘pencil masks recording the stages by which you
rew. We heard you in us talk, through the rdk-
culousnicknamesand lightheasted phrases you in-
vented und installed o deaply in the family lang-
uage that now hard 33 we tred, we could not 5
void therm. Hundseds of peoplé caled 10 spesk
well of you. There were mountains of mall in-
cluding fwo fine letters from the President, And,
because Lynn and your mother areed | should,
T got mysell together amid ll this and wrote
your eulogy.

Remember the tlk we fad, the day before
ou shipped out? “I expect {o come back." you
told me, “Butif 1 should buy the farm, 1 want
o b buried 48 a Marine.” Make it short and
simpl, you siid, “and in my dress blues”

"This was how we did it You had Marines ke
sleaming statues 15 an honor guard, Marines a5
pallbeares. There was a rifle volley, and taps,
at the cemetery. You would have been pleased
with the conduct of your women: yous mother
contrlled, keeping her head high Lynn wear-
ing the dres you fiked best and looking inde-
scribably beautiful with those mute ears ireak
ing Her cheeks as she accepted, i the place of
husband, the g off your coffi.

Much laer, th detals came t0us.On June 5,
they tell s, the battery was helio-ifted south
and cast from Khe Sank, out from under the
daily helling tormeating that ratinfexed trash
heap, and put down on  ridge squarey astride
the Laotian border, With you wret two battsk
ions of sweeping nfantry in an operstion named
Robin South, The mission, they say, was o sever
the nflzation routes feeding toward Quang Tri,
and to mount an offensive relevng the pressure
o Khe Sanh during its evacuation.

I was Indian counry, & known NVA
stronghold which had not ‘been intruded on
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Throngh Amingion: ‘when you wept 8¢ 0
Changing of the. gud, hen Jou spoke
ot e graves Of e greatniss resng
There with fhose who had.died. snchented
and baloving, under the g of the Uaited
Stateran i devotion to s e,
“Thinking of 700 1 you iooked And {alked
41t fternoon o the asticude wasnt Hew:
s movness oy in the maturty 10d solem
certainty with whieh you sxpressed 161 am
Seimpelaa sqatn o, the quseon that has
ited nside me ke » dagser since the
momess ke o were gone. DIt nok wo. 1t
ek, e, your parents, point You toward this
et it e, o of aur dwn wmsled
ove ot couniry and sigd GeAmiion of duy,
sy roa sou o die &t warl
Perhane we did. From the fst we poured
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Tty your mother and 1 have sskened
at igat i wonder f svery teaching you had
ot someow move you tovard the cruel
Sppointment you kept'on that ugly Astin
B, e, Geiberstaly cultured 1 sou the
Prosently uniachionaple beiir that caon per-
Eon e Popoivle for himselt, that & me i
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fala you Taiture s & personal aiai, not ta
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‘considered Vietnam not debetable. That youe
Countey had pledged Heclf was sufitent, Xon
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receding you by & quarier of & contury had
Feipondet Upon hearing of Peact Harbor.
o ou were orthedos, To o sense, 1 sip-
o ou belonged o the prior Fesératich,
By ”of Sour contarmporaries st havs
hgat 70U & hepeiess nan-swinger, 8 well.
rootea meis 4 thel arehival stabli.
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Fhether we would contimue measiog s dowr
rorigh Do blagk yeses S Whlch 36us passe
ing s condemned s 1f pranted a steond
Chince wodla we repeas the sourse? Of would
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o, my son. We Gouia ot have given you
an ckempied. conscience, could. never hate
Shadimed vou 30 the Coipany of these, We
profer his earfal soring out of your things,
ERie Sorrowul Iying away of your expecia:
Sloms. these brokennesstad phgrimaRes 1o
G erave. We would o i agaln. Yeb e
i yous transcendency, you are oved & seore
ot Spoogin.

Wo are sorry that when you died thers
existod hehing. you no Bational Teseve 1
i thames 4 that while o sxpandsd
Jous Biod for sane Amerioans, only inasne
‘America was luishing, We hte i thet your
SAcriice oo itie moticed ant wnpraied by
& ibera1 ‘press enoosing nstead. to sponsor
e tived raaical and o supnerize e
58" i peate movemment, Tase Crminaity
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long witn tnese regrets, 1 contese there
1 ‘s o have puschised me the g
0T sands me bellowing out ot my plane
n the obedient slent citsenry where the
Dlaimes are conveniently dumped and 1nto »
Dew Tadicalsm of sy own. 1 tnink, Mike.
gt T have Bocome dangerots. They sl
Dot mutinte the fag I my Sight; theyll
Dok ding thewr Ho Chi Minh chant in tay
esring. . - They snal mot sacc sour stzeet
on ek your widow. T3 aliow o one 80
Beiile or tnder 3o, or even forge you.
T e’ ou the Tromisas you. Tt sirady
a kiiown T would make, and 1 swear 6
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Thire remaina, the

sust s How, my
som do 1 s farewels

“Ths wilow, the one you Joked of as our
“tumily treo” that gay day we made such
coremany of planting it withered sad
Gropped s lsaves o weck atir 3o dict
S e S Bt e
Shemme sent us I memorial sre. Soing
e ot whaer s north savs where ve put
e, ad ¢ appears ey are near bioewing
agiin We woas our gold st for vou, WS
Bive'lef ‘your beots 1 he corner, e have
Biung your sword on the wall. Wo aro keepiag
frec ‘e good memories, and. more olien
Bow, a5 o speal f you, it 18 Siih joy. Toe
i et s mo Toved You and bured 701,
hane you forever.

“Bamcrion has had 50 better than you. And
ou were o

‘Gosdye, Mike, Goodbye.

Soon after the bombing halt was effected, Congressman Gross asked, . . how many additional thousands of Americans are
o di or suffer wounds n a war thatis fought on  formula of permitting attacks on our men — i the language of our newspapers —
that are “troublesome but tolerable
At least our people realized that something was radically wrong to such an extent that the former president did not run for
secclection, Yet now our President insists on following the ssme policics, with many of the same kind of advisers.
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